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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the c versh et with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . (3 This communication is responsive to amendment filed Dec. 30. 2003 . 

2. [3 The allowed claim(s) is/are jM. 

3. K The drawings filed on 09 July 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. DA SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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Art Unit: 2841 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Bryant on April 2, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

ABSTRACT 

a. The abstract as been replaced by the following in order to reduce the word count: 
-The method of dramatically speeding up the time it takes for sand, mercury, or water, or 
other like substances to flow from the upper compartment to the lower compartment of an 
hour-glass, usually in an hour but not specifically required in this method, entails the use of 
a premolded clear flexible polymer or any component similar, with the same flexibility 
properties, molded in the basic shape of an hour-glass, in which one can open the flow 
canal, which is a hole located in the center of the hour-glass, through the application of 
applying pressure directly to the above said flexible premolded polymer shape. The process 
of flexing this premolded form will permit the sand or other like substance to run between 
the upper and lower compartments of the hour-glass, allowing the above said substances to 
run through a wider and larger flow canal, from the upper compartment to the lower 
compartment. Thus, making the hour-glass work more efficiently. — 
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SPECIFICATION 

b. In the specification, page 2, line 3: "SPECIFICATION" has been replaced by 
-BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION- for proper heading purposes; 

c. In the specification, page 2, line 9: "substance" after "like" has been replaced by 
-material— for consistency purposes; 

d. In the specification, page 2, lines 1-3: "METHOD OF IMPROVING THE 
FUNCTION OF AN HOUR-GLASS" and "SPECIFCATION" has been deleted for proper 
formatting purposes; 

e. In the specification, page 3, line 24: "substances" after "like" has been replaced by 
-materials— for consistency purposes; 

f. In the specification, page 4, line 7: "any delays" after "without" has been replaced 
by —much delay— to better describe the invention; 

g. In the specification, page 4, line 10: "substance" after "any" has been replaced by 
—material— for consistency purposes; 

h. In the specification, page 4, line 1 1 : "material" after "similar" has been replaced by 
—substance— for consistency purposes; 

i. In the specification, page 5, line 19: inserted after "DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF 
THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT", -With continued reference to the drawings, the hour- 
glass (1) of the present invention includes an hour-glass housing formed of a premolded 
clear flexible polymer or similar material having an upper compartment (6) and a lower 
compartment (7) which are integrally connected by a flow canal (4), wherein the flow canal 
(4) defines an opening of a size to normally permit a controlled rate of flow of the sand (5) 
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or other like substances from one compartment to another, and a means (3) for selectively 
opening the flow canal (4) so as to permit an unobstructed flow of the sand (5) or other like 
substances from one compartment to another, wherein said means (3) for selectively 
opening said flow canal (4) includes means for manually applying pressure radially on the 
sides of the flow canal of the flexible polymer housing of the hour-glass (1) and permitting 
an increase of the rate of flow of the sand (5) or other like substances from one 
compartment to another.— has been added to better describe the invention; 

j. In the specification, page 5, line 20: "substance" after "like" has been replaced by 
--material— for consistency purposes; 

k. In the specification, page 5, line 24: a -.— has been added after "shape" and 
"FIG. 5" has been replaced by -When in use the flow canal (4) of the hour-glass (1) will 
stay in a normal position allowing the flow canal (4) to continue to function for measuring 
the desired time. By pressing on the sides of the flow canal (4) made of the flexible material 
as described here within, one can save the time normally involved in waiting for the sand 
(5) or other substances to fill the lower compartment (7), as the flow canal (4) will open, 
allowing thus the sand (5) or other substances to flow freely. Thus, by pressing the sides of 
the above said flexible premolded form, the size of the original flow canal (4) will 
substantially increase, allowing the lower compartment (7) to be quickly filled and one can 
begin using the hour-glass (1) immediately, as the hour-glass (1) will return to its original 
shape when the pressure is released. Thus, creating the ability for immediate use when 
using this new improved hour-glass when measuring time; for games, cooking or other 
endeavors.— to better describe the invention; 
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1. In the specification, page 5, line 24: "having" before "thus" has been replaced by 
—Having— for grammatical purposes; 

CLAIMS 

m. Claim 1 has been replaced by the following: 

1 . A method for improving the time it takes for sand or other like substances to flow 
from an upper compartment to a lower compartment of an hour-glass, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

providing an hour-glass having: 

a housing formed of a premolded clear flexible polymer or similar material in the 
shape of the hour-glass which can increase the time in which the sand or other like substances 
can run through a flow canal of the hour-glass; 

applying pressure on the sides of the flow canal of the flexible polymer housing of the 
hour-glass and thus opening the flow canal allowing the sand or other like substances to run 
freely and fill the desired compartment of the hour-glass; 

releasing the pressure on the sides of the flow canal of the flexible polymer housing of 
the hour-glass and thus allowing the flow canal to return to an original form; 

n. Claim 2 has been replaced by the following: 

2. A method according to claim 1 wherein the step of applying pressure on the sides of 
the flow canal allows the sand or other like substances to flow quickly in order to pass through 
from the upper compartment to the lower compartment of the hour-glass at a faster speed than 
normally and improving the waiting time between uses. 

o. Claim 3 has been replaced by the following: 
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3. An hour-glass device in which sand or other like substances flow from an upper 
compartment to a lower compartment of the hour-glass comprising: 

a housing formed of a premolded clear flexible polymer or similar material in the shape 
of the hour-glass; 

a flow canal disposed between the upper compartment and the lower compartment of the 
hour-glass, said flow canal defining a hole of a size to normally permit a controlled rate of flow 
of the sand or other like substances from one compartment to another, and means for selectively 
shifting the flow canal generally radially for selectively opening the flow canal so as to permit an 
unobstructed flow of the sand or other like substances from one compartment to another; 

p. Claim 4 has been replaced by the following: 

4. The hour-glass device of claim 3 in which said means for selectively opening said 
flow canal includes means for applying radial pressure on the sides of the flow canal of the 
flexible polymer housing of the hour-glass and permitting an increase of the rate of flow of the 
sand or other like substances from one compartment to another. 

REASON FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the reference Mikels 
(US 5,023,852) shows a hour-glass formed of a plastic or glass material comprising a first 
chamber (11) and a second chamber (12) which are integrally connected by a restricted throat or 
intermediate portion (13). The chambers (11, 12) being closed at their ends by a pair of caps (14, 
15) including a central flexible membrane (20, 21). Applicant's claimed invention has a hour- 
glass formed of a premolded flexible clear polymer having a flow canal disposed between the 



Application/Control Number: 09/900,599 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2841 

upper compartment and the lower compartment of the hour-glass, said flow canal defining an 
opening of a size to normally permit a controlled rate of flow of the sand or other like substances 
from one compartment to another, and means for selectively shifting the flow canal generally 
radially for selectively opening the flow canal so as to permit an unobstructed flow of the sand or 
other like substances from one compartment to another. Furthermore, the intermediate portion of 
Mikels does not have a means for selectively shifting the flow canal generally radially for 
selectively opening the flow canal and there seems to be no motivation to modify the device 
shown in Mikels to accommodate a means for selectively shifting the flow canal generally 
radially. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeanne-Marguerite Goodwin whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2104. The examiner can normally be reached on alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Martin can be reached at (571) 272-2107. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Jeanne-Marguerite Goodwin 
Patent Examiner 
04/02/2004 
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